Enstone Airfield Fund                                                        21/01/2012

Dear Airfield Supporters

It is nearly a year now since OSF’s landlord started the process of attempting to terminate OSF’s lease at Enstone and the formation of the Enstone Airfield Fund dedicated to fighting to keep the airfield open. 

You are probably aware that the terms of the lease are that it can only be terminated by the landlord if he can demonstrate that he requires the property for his personal use. To this end the landlord, Lomond Holdings Ltd, has put forward proposals to develop the land, initially with an industrial development on the runway and, when this was rejected by the planners, various solar panel schemes culminating in a recent planning application for a solar panel farm on the Western end of the main runway. The landlord has also attempted to claim that the charging of landing fees is in breach of the lease.

Needless to say the cost of employing professional advisers to formulate effective objections to these planning applications and the cost of OSF’s lawyers in dealing with a stream of correspondence with the landlord’s lawyers over a wide range of issues has already put substantial demands on the funding sources available to OSF to fight this challenge. 

However, OSF’s professional advisers believe that the objections lodged by OSF against this latest application are very well founded (as well as being supported by numerous objections by private individuals and aviation interests) and that, if the application is rejected, OSF should then get a very sympathetic hearing in the County Court when it’s application for a significant extension of it’s lease is heard.

It has only been possible to get to this position by virtue of the enormous amount of financial support given by members and friends of OSF in forming the Enstone Airfield Fund which to date has raised some £20,000. This has been supplemented by a single donation of £5,000 made by the BGA to OSF.

Currently, when all bills have come in and been paid the remaining balance on the fund is in the order of £6,000 with the costs of the planning hearing and the county court hearing still to be incurred. Our best estimate of these costs is in the order of £10,000 so we are still short of what we expect to need although not by a wide margin. There is, of course, a risk that the County Court hearing could go against OSF with costs being awarded against them but this is felt to be a very low risk on account of the patient and accommodating approach OSF has taken to the case. Indeed, it is more likely that costs could be awarded to OSF in which case money would be returned to the fund. Any cash remaining in the Fund at the end of the day will returned to the contributors.

It is proposed to hold a meeting of all members and supporters of OSF at the clubhouse on Saturday 18 February 2012 at 12 noon to discuss the situation in the light of the outcome of the planning meeting to hear Lomond’s solar farm application being held on Monday 6 February 2012. We hope you will be able to attend the clubhouse meeting. To donate please make cheques payable to Enstone Airfield Fund. And send to OSF.

Steve Copson, Bob Littledale - Airfield Fund committee.

