THE FUTURE OF ENSTONE AERODROME

Our landlords have decided not to object to the refusal by the Council to grant planning permission for the industrial units they proposed siting on the runway, but have now submitted a fresh application to erect solar panels on part of the runway (it can be viewed online at www.westoxon.gov.uk ).  This application is due to be heard by the Council at the beginning of February, so we only have a few days to submit objections.

We would therefore ask that as many of you as possible contact WODC to object to the application. Responses must be received by the 12th January 2012 – the intervention of the Christmas holiday has meant that we do not have a lot of time.

At the foot of this email you will see a proposed letter to WODC. You can either “cut and paste” this document into an email (planning@westoxon.gov.uk), or into a letter, or (preferably) use the document as a template for your own form of words.

Letters should be sent to:-

Head of Planning Services, 
West Oxfordshire District Council, 
Elmfield,
New Yatt Road, 
Witney 
OX28 1PB

Dear Sir

Proposed Solar Park – Enstone Airfield 11/1924/P/FP

I am writing to object to the above planning application.

Despite assertions to the contrary in the planning application, it is my view that the Solar Park will have a devastating impact on the visual aspect of the landscape. Placed as it is intended, it will be clearly visible from the main Stratford to Oxford road and will ruin the overall rural character of Enstone and generally harm the area.

Should this application be approved and flying be curtailed as a result, there will be an impact on the utility and amenity value of having an airfield at Enstone. A great number of local people derive their income either directly or by providing services to those who use the airfield. In the current economic climate with millions un-employed planning applications that have an adverse impact on employment in rural areas already hit by job losses and the recession should not be entertained. 

The erection of this Solar Farm will do nothing positive to enhance either the job market in Enstone or the overall rural character of the area. Refusing planning will have the opposite effect – jobs will be retained, the utility and amenity value of the airfield will continue and local residents will not suffer the blight to their landscape.

Yours faithfully
